“the wisdom to sow and reap”

Ecclesiastes 11:3 – 6
· An unshakeable faith in God provides the wisdom to know and understand when to sow and to realize and value where to sow.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Keep in mind, God does not reward idleness.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· God does not bless us jut for existing, we have to give, we have to pray, we have to   __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Throughout the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon has been sharing the results of his investigation  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In our last sermon, Solomon talked about “Getting What We Give.”  ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The interpretation of the text is difficult to define  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “What is the wisdom for sowing and reaping?”  
1 –  nature  is  _____________________________________  
· In v3, Solomon warns what will happen if we do not obey the commands offered in v1 and v2.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· To show this, Solomon contrasts the clouds with the trees, _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here, Solomon suggests that all these situations are proof that nature is  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In every situation of life, Solomon is telling us that we must remember that  __________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon is telling us that it is foolish to spend our time just watching clouds and trees  _________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

2 –  god  is  _________________________________________  
· In v5, Solomon declares that it is wise to admit that we do not know the  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Looking at the world with only a natural eye and never considering a faith perspective will prevent us from sowing and reaping.  ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Considering that only God can cause thing to grow, reaping is a supernatural experience.  We do not know how the seeds grow into maturity  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Here, the knowledge of advanced science and the wisdom of modern medicine have enlightened both these matters.  _____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Today, perhaps we know more than Solomon did about  _________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In Eccl 3:11, Solomon affirms that  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 –  man  has  _________________________________________  
· In v4, Solomon urges us not to sit around waiting for the most opportune moment  ____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· If you are looking for an excuse for doing nothing, you can find one.  _______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Again, Solomon is telling us not to regard or watch the wind or the clouds.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Watch the wind means the wind might blow the seeds  __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Solomon warns, “He who regards the wind will never sow, and he that observes the clouds will never reap.”  ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· If we wait to do anything for God until we are absolutely sure that it’s the right time,  ___________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v6, Solomon reminds us that  ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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